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THE PRESIDENT: Ladies and gentlemen, on Sunday, Mr. Shaw will celebrate his 95th birthday. 
(Applause.) I would like to recognize the other survivors who are here today and their families: Mr. 
Charlie Pollard is here. (Applause.) Mr. Carter Howard. (Applause.) Mr. Fred Simmons. 
(Applause.) Mr. Simmons just took his first airplane ride, and he reckons he's about 110 years old, 
so I think it's time for him to take a chance or two. (Laughter.) I'm glad he did. And Mr. Frederick 
Moss, thank you, sir. (Applause.)  

I would also like to ask three family representatives who are here -- Sam Doner is represented by 
his daughter, Gwendolyn Cox. Thank you, Gwendolyn. (Applause.) Ernest Hendon, who is 
watching in Tuskegee, is represented by his brother, North Hendon. Thank you, sir, for being here. 
(Applause.) And George Key is represented by his grandson, Christopher Monroe. Thank you, 
Chris. (Applause.)  

I also acknowledge the families, community leaders, teachers and students watching today by 
satellite from Tuskegee. The White House is the people's house; we are glad to have all of you here 
today. I thank Dr. David Satcher for his role in this. I thank Congresswoman Waters and 
Congressman Hilliard, Congressman Stokes, the entire Congressional Black Caucus. Dr. Satcher, 
members of the Cabinet who are here, Secretary Herman, Secretary Slater, members of the Cabinet 
who are here, Secretary Herman, Secretary Slater. A great friend of freedom, Fred Gray, thank you 
for fighting this long battle all these long years.  

The eight men who are survivors of the syphilis study at Tuskegee are a living link to a time not so 
very long ago that many Americans would prefer not to remember, but we dare not forget. It was a 
time when our nation failed to live up to its ideals, when our nation broke the trust with our people 
that is the very foundation of our democracy. It is not only in remembering that shameful past that 







We face a challenge in our time. Science and technology are rapidly changing our lives with the 
promise of making us much health
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