TUSKEGEE AIRMEN -ESCORTED BOMBERS LOST TO ENEMY AIRCRAFT
Dr. Daniel L. Haulman
Air Force Historical Research Agency
Updated 26 Nov 2008

The Tuskegee Airmen of World War |l deserve praise¢he vanguard for racial
equality in the armed forces of the United States. Fighting successfully for the right to
fly combat missions in defense of their counthgy proved that black men could
succeed ira fieldfrom which they had previously beercluded. They fought
successfully against two enemies at the same titae: Germany, and racisamong
their own countrymenThe Tuskegee Airmen often paid the supreme sacrifice in order to
protect the lives of the bomber crews thegre escortinglestoying well over a hundred
enemy aircraft, including three German jethey laid the foundation for the integration
of all the servicesand, eventually, American societg a whole By increasing
opportunities for AfricarAmericans they earne@nimportant andndelible placan
American history.

Not all of the statements about the legendargkegee Airmegan be verified
historically. One such statement is ttating their escort missionh)ey S QHYHU ORVW D
ERPEHU" WR HQH Phel®2d Fghted Bfolp bhhetimes escorted bombers
that were shot down by enemy aircrafthis paper will focus ofive days when this
occurred: June 9, 1944uly 12, 1944July 18, 1944July 20, 1944and March 24, 1945.
There might have been other days as well.

The research method | followed in researching the questioasvadiows. First
| determinedfor each of the days in question, which bombardment wing or wings the

332d Fighter Group was assigned to eseord the time frame and area for the escbrt.






of 1944, each fighter group was typically assigned one bombardment wing to escort on a
given day, and each of those wings consisted of several bombardment groups. For
example, on 12 July 1944, theZBFighter Group was the only group assigned to escort
the 49" Bombardment Wing, which consisted of three bombardment gradpsertain
days, the 332d Fighter Group was assigned to escort more than one bombardment wing.
There were simply many more boRdlUV RQ D GD\Y{V PLVVLRQ WKDQ WKHUH
escort them, and the fighters sometimes were hard pressed to cover all the bombers,
especially when large numbers of enemy fighters rose to attack the bombers. It is quite
understandable that sometimefgghter group, despite its best efforts, would be unable to
prevent enemy aircraft from reachiagd shooting dowsome of the bombers.
9 June 1944

On June 9, 1944, the 304nd 302d Fighter Squadrons of the 332d Fighter Group
escorted bombers of\eeral bombardment wings of the Fifteenth Air Force, including the
304th Bombardment Wing, from Italy toward their target at Munich in Germany. The
time of the escort was between 0830 and 0925 Hoilite Fifteenth Air Force lost 17
bombers that day.Only two of these were shot down by enemy aircraft during the
period when the 332d Fighter Group was escorting th&uth belonged to thgo4"
%RPEDUGPH @EW‘ Bandpdrfirdent Grouﬁ For his heroism during the mission,
Col. Benjamin O. Davis, Jithe commander of the 332d Fighter Group, earned the
Distinguished Flying Cross. Thefteenth Air ForceDZDUG RUGHU QRWHG WKDW 3
Davis so skillfully disposed his squadrons that in spite of the large number of enemy
fighters, the bomber formationsl I HUHG R Q O\ D AddatdiGgRro/Fiftdevitt Air

Force General Order 1473 dated 30 June 1974, members of the 332d Fighter Group



earned five aerial victory credits for shooting down enemy aircraft on 9 Juné 1944,
They earned those victories byaakking enemy aircraft that were also attacking the
bombers they were escorting. While the Tuskegee Airmen were shooting down enemy
fighters, some of those fightengere shooting dowtwo American bombers. German
fighter pilots claimedeveralB-24sin the Munich area of southern Germany (Bavaria)
that fateful morning.

Table Il. Bombers lost to enemy aircraft while under 332d Fighter Group escort,
304" Bombardment Wing, 9 June 1944, Mission to Munich, Germany

Group | Type and serial numbe Time | Location Missing Air
Crew Report
number

459 B-24G 4278219 0905 | 46 deg 40 min North 6317

12 deg 40 min East
459 B-24 H 4252318 0907 | 46 deg 00 min North 6179
12 deg 40 min East

12 July 1944

On July 12, 1944more bombers were lost to enemy aircraft fire while those
bombers were under 332d Fighter Group escbine J U R Xrs§ignthat day was to
provide penetration, target cover, and withdrawal escort fot@i@ombardment Wing
onits mission to bomb mahalling yards aimes, Franc@ No other fighter group was
assigned to escort the2Bombardment Wing that day. Of the seven fighter groups in
WKH )LIWHH QW K" BigHter )WRity Ftht&evstood down, and each of the other four

was assigned afterent bombardment wing to escoft.The






between 1048 and 1118, as many as eigbd8were hit by Luftwaffe fighters over
southern France, including the Nimes area.

Table I11. Bombers lost to enemy aircraft while under 332d Fighter Group escort,
49" Bombardment Wing, 12 July 1944, Mission to Nimes, France.

Group Type and serial| Time Location Missing Air
number Crew Report
number
461 B-24H 1050 20 miles SE of | 6894
42-52723 Mirabeau,
France
461 B-24G 1051 10 miles E of | 6895
42-78202 Mirabeau,
France
461 B-24G 1105 43 43 N 7034
42-78291 0523 E




The 332d Fighter Group earned aerial victory credits for shooting down twelve
enemy aircrft on 18 July 1944, presumably because the enemy aircraft were attacking
the escorted bomber formatioffs.

The Fifth Wing Operations Order number 628 dated 17 July 1944 for the 18 July
1944 mission to Memmingen airdrome notes that the FiftniB@ing included six
bomb groups, including the 483d and the3Bambardment Groups.

The 483d Bombardment Grotjad gotten separated from the other groups

largely as a result of bad weatliér.



The 30f' Bombardment Group Special Narrative Report for the 1\3 11944






bombardment groups, on penetration to their target at Friedrichshafen, Germany. The
332d Fighter Group nartige mission report number 30 for that day noted that there were
SWRR PDQ\ ZLQJV WR % ReédtdihgDa3he BOBD WIHKOMH U :LQJfV
operations order 140, dated 19 July 1944, the 332d Fighter Group was to escort the
bombers after rendezvous withem at a point 45 degrees 10 minutes N latitude and 12
degrees 48 minutes E longitude at 0947 hours, and release the escort for fighter sweep
after being relieved by three otHeghter groups, the 31, 52d, and 328 northeast of the
target. The othegroups were assigned to rendezvous with the three bombardment wings
at a point 47 degrees N latitude and 11 degrees 03 minutes E longitude at times ranging
from 1035 to 1055 hour¥. In other words, between 0947 and 1035 hours, and between
45 degrees 10 imutes N latitude and 47 degrees N latitaie between 12 degrees 48
minutes E and 11 degrees 03 minutes E longjtieonly escort for thg5", 47", and

304" Bombardment Wings was provided by the 332d Fighter Group. According to the
Fifteenth Air Force mission folder for 20 July 1944, the #@ombardment Group

belonged to the $5Bombardment Wing, and so it was being escorted by the Tuskegee
Airmenthat day The 488 Bombardment Group mission report for 20 July 1944 noted
the group lost two B4s to enemy aircraft firaround 1000 hours 46 degrees, 38

minutes N latitude and 12 degrees 28 minutes E longitudéissing Air Crew Reports

6914 and 6919 confirm theseskes to enemy aircraft during the time and within the

place the 332d Fighter Group weclusivelyproviding escort? Moreover, German
documents show Luftwaffe fighter pilots claimed to have shot down t&ésBbetween

0955 and 0956 on the morning of 20yJ1944 over northeastern Italy.

Table V. Bombers lost to enemy aircraft assigned to 332d Fighter Group for escort,
55" Bombardment Wing, 20 July 1944, Mission to Friedrichshafen, Germany.
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Group | Type and serial number | Time Location Missing Air
Crew Report
Number
485 | B-24J 4440886 1000 45 deg 38 min N 6914
12 deg 28 min E
485  B-24G 4278361 0954 45 deg 38 min N

12 deg 28 min E
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TheFifteenth Air Force mission folddor 24 March 1945 containssat of
encounter reports from 332 Fighter Group membEligiht Officer ThurstorL. Gaines,
Jr.oftheQ@')LJKWHU 6TXDGURQ UHSRUWHG 32Q ODUFK

(4) position in yellow flight furnishing penetration cover forlBs of the
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that day The Tuskegee Airmen met the bombers at 0905 hours that morning and
escorted the bombers to the Lake Balaton area of Hungary, where all the airplanes ran
into heavy clouds that obsad visibility. The bomber formations began to break up
because of the weather, and when some of them emerged into a clear area, they were
attacked by a host of enemy fighter airplanes, which shot down f24sB Among them
was one belonging to the 76Bdmbardment Squadron of the f6Bombardment Group

of the 58' Bombardment Wing, which was shot down by enemy airplanes at 0938 hours
in the vicinity of Lake Balaton. Another lostB! belonging to the 781Bombardment
Squadron of the 465BombardmenGroup of the 58 Bombardment Wing, was shot

down by enemy aircraft around 1000 hours in the same vicinity. Three oft#s Bere
shot down by enemipterceptorghat day. They all belonged to the @8ombardment
Squadron of the 480Bombardment Grap of the 58 Bombardment Wing. All went

down at 10:50 in an area about 20 miles north of Lake Bafaton.

Records do not indicate conclusively when the 332d Fighter Group stopped
escorting the five bombardment wings, which would have included the 55
Bombardment Wing that lost five bombers to enemy aircraft fire that day. The 332d
Fighter Group report notes only that the grougving met the bombers at 0905 hours,
escorted therto the Vesprem (Veszprem) area, which was north of the eastern end of
LakeBalaton, and ran into heavy clouds. The bombers and fighters had been flying
northeastward, but when they ran into the heavy clouds in the lake area, they began flying
in different directions, and some turned back, not proceeding to the target area. The
Fifteenth Air Force mission folder notes that of the seven fighter escort groups of the

Fifteenth Air Force, three were sent to provide penetration escort for the bombers,
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including the 332d Fighter Group, the”lﬂighter Group, and the 3Fighter Grogp.

One of the operations orders in the Fifteenth Air Force mission folder for 30 June 1944

indicates the 332d Fighter Group was to meet the bombers at 0905" thigitr

Group was to meet the bombers at 0937, and tfi&ighter Group was to meet the

bombers at 1017. The records do not indicate that the bomber escort mission of the 332d

Fighter Group ended when the™Bighter Group showed up, or that thé"Hghter

Group showed up at its scheduled tinféne orderilGLFDWHYV KRZHYHU WKDW 3D(
ZLOO EH WR PD[LPXP SUXGHQW OLPLW RI HQGXUDQFH =~ 7Kl
Group was not obligated to cease escort even when the next group a@nedight

speculate that when the five bombers of th& B&mbardment Wing were shot down that

morning, the 332d Fighter Group wstd| escorting some of themlt is reasonable to

speculate that at least the first two escorted bombers shot down that day were still

technically under the escort of the 332d Fighter
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On two other days, narrative mission reports of the 332d Fighter Group note that
LWV PHPEHUY VDZ ERPEHUY EHLQJ VKRW GRZQ SUHVXPDEC
Although missing air crew reports do not confirm that these additional bombers were lost
to enemy aircratft, it is possible that the 332d Fighter Group narrative mission reports are
at least as valid as the missing air crew reports.
The 332d Fighter Group narrative mission report number 37 dated 26 July 1944

QRWHV WKDW WKH PLVVLRQ ZDV 3SWR SURY
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Bombardment Wing for that day note that the losses were due not to enemy aircraft fire
but rather to flak. Again, in this case, the documents cofflict.
Conclusion

The World War Il documents of Fifteenth Air Force organizations, coupled by the
missing air crew reports, provide overwhelming evidence that sometimes bombers under
the escort of the Tuskegee Airmen (332d Fighter Group) were shot down by enemy
aircraft. What is not so clear is exactly how many bombers were lost.

What is the origin of the statement titse¢ 7 XVNHJIJHH $LUPHQTYV G J)LIKWI
Group had%he distinction of never losing a bomber they were escorting to enemy
aircraft fire”? The first mention othe 332d Fighter Groupot losing bombers appears in
the March D, 1945 issue ofiberty PDJD]LQH LQ DQ DUWLFOH E\ 5RL 2WWO
$QJHOV RI '"RRP”™ SDJHV DQG 2WWOH\ ZURWH 33URRI
that in more than 100 combaissions on which the Red Tails have given escort cover to
WKHLU 3% L 4he IdngkaQoe heavy bombersV KH\ KDYHQIW ORVW D VLQJOF
HQHP\ ILJKNistoticklrésearcher Bob Iversen discovered a March 24, 1945 article
in theblack newspapethicagoDefenderH Q W L W®RHeS 15 208 Mission Without
IR VY The article does not mention anyone as a sourEeXW GRHV VDVA®ZLWK WKH
Force, Italy” A War Department press release dated 21 June 1945, which announced
that Colonel Benjain O. Davis was assuming command of the"¥B@mbardment
Group, repeated thehicago DefendeZ RUGLQJ DOPRVW H[DFWO\ W QRWH
JHEUXDU\ &RORQHO 'DYLVY *URXS KDG"MRPSOHWHG
Force and had served as escofi¢avy bombers without losing a single bomber to

HQHP\ IL3KAppatdntly the March 24, 1945 article statement was repeated in the
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official press release of June 21, despite the fact that it was historically inaccurate at the
time it was issued.

The 332d Fighter Group flew its 2Benission for the Fifteenth Air Force on
February 28, 1945. The dates | found bombers under 332d Fighter Group escort shot
down by enemy aircraft were 9 June 1944, 12 July 1944, 18 July 1944, 20 July 1944, and
24 March1945. In my researchfound there might have been no losses of bombers
under Tuskegee Airmen escort betwdaly 1944 and March 1943t is possible that
persons not familiar with the losses before August 1944 might have been led to believe
there hadeen no losses when the 332d Fighter Group flew it$ Bosion on 28
February 1945, since there might have been no bombers lost while under 332d Fighter
Group escort for seven months in a row.

,Q DQ\ FDVH WKH 3QHYHU CoRt\adetsbiseoRcBlBdtuhertsSVDWHPHQ
of the group itself and other groups in the Fifteenth Air Force. In fa@4diarch
1945, the day the second article was publishreate bombers under 332d Fighter Group
escort were shot dowrl.found a version of the statementthe autobiography of
Colonel and later General Benjamin O. Davis, Jr., the most famous commander of the
Tuskegee Airmen. He noted that it originated in a letter of commendatiorBhigadier
General<kDQWLV 3% XFN’ 7D\ORU P RdhferDVhG kb WhRh the B32d
Fighter Group belonged. | could not find a copy of this letter at the Air Force Historical
Research Agencyl also searched the papers of General Benjamin O. Davis, Jr. where
they are stored at the archives of the National At Space Museum in Suitland,

Maryland, but did not find the letteiThe context of the letter might explain the

discrepancy between the other documents and the I&tierorder that awarded the
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Distinguished Flying CrosOFC)to Davis for action on 9uh 1944, however, which
Q RW H @ 3pit€ bf\Wiedarge number of enemy fighters, the bomber formation suffered
RQO\ D IH2a0lreedigiad bya Colonel R. K. Taylor, who had been Chief of
Staff of the Fifteenth Air Force when the order was issngdugust 1944.1t is possible
WKDW 'DYLV ZKHQ UHFROOHFWLQJ KLV SDv\WwyatebbUV DIWHU
O R V uitatign of the DFC, signed b§olonel R. K. Taylorwith a letter of
commendatiorfrom General Yantis Tayldhat supposedigaid no bombers were lost.
In fact, among the Davis papersis a copy oDR€ FLWDWLRQ W KNS fWH QWLRQHG
losses.™*
In the 1990s, historiaAl Gropman conductedn interviewwith then General
Benjamin O. Davis, Jr. in the 1990s. Groprréad to get Davis to confirm that the
Tuskegee Airmen never lost a bomber. Davis responded that he did not make the
statement himself, or that if he did make the statement it was without much enthusiasm.
He told Gropman that, just between the two ehth he questioned the statement, but that

the statement had been made so of(u at)-8(e)8em [(state)3(sti)-4(one)4(d the stat)-8(eM)or t3s<>]
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6RPH SHUVRQV KDYH VXJJHVWHG WKDW DOWKRXJK WKH
PLVVLRQV ™ ZDV QépmWwaradUbthtight iave@ventially become true, because

the 332d Fighter Group flew more than 300 missions for the Fifteenth Air Force in World
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explains why 146 of the 179 bomber escort missions the 332d Fighter Group flew for the
Fifteenth Air Force encountered no enemy airplanes.
Despite their best effortthe Tuskegee Airmegould not prevent any enemy
aircraft from shooting down bombetteey were protectingSometimes the number of
bombers they had to cover and the number of enemy fighters that attacked the bombers
were significantly greater than the number of escort fight&f& H SQHYHU ORVW D ERPE
statement is naiccurateput thecourage and valor of the Tuskegee Airnservives.
The factthat some bombers were lost does not diminishetipendarycontributionsof
theTuskegee Airmen to the defeat of Nazi Germang to the defeat whcism both

within the United States militayyand in American society at large.
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http://www.lesbutler.ip3.co.uk/tony/tonywood.htm

14 461 Bombardment Group mission report for 12 Ji44 and 49 Bombardment Wing Intelligence
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